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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

114346 

OR 121054Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2467 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 

SEC RET LISBON 2103 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : POSSIBLE POLITICAL POWER PLAY 

1. FOR FIRST TIME SINCE MARCH 11, RUMORS OF A NEW POWER 
PLAY ARE WIDESPREAD. WE HAVE NO SPECIFIC INFORMATION, 

BUT HAVE RECEIVED ONE SECOND-HAND REPORT FROM GOVERNMENT 
SOURCE THAT SOMETHING WOULD TAKE PLACE SUNDAY, APRIL 13. 

SOME MILITARY UNITS HAVE ALSO BEEN WARNED TO EXPECT 
TROUBLE THIS WEEKEND. 

2. IF SOMETHING IS IN THE AIR, WE DOUBT IT WOULD BE 
GENUINE RIGHT-WING COUP, ALTHOUGH POSSIBILITY OF DESPERATE 
ACTION BY FAR OUT GROUPS CANNOT BE TOTALLY DISCOUNTED. 

ONE HYPOTHESIS IS THAT SOME AFM ELEMENTS MAY BE PLANNING A 
PLOY TO ENABLE THEM TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR POWER FURTHER BY 
ROLLING UP CERTAIN REMAINING MODERATE AND RIGHT-WING OPPOSITION 
FACTIONS. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY COULD BE A POWER PLAY BY ROSA 
COUTINHO FORCES WHICH HAVE BEEN MOVING MORE AND MORE INTO 
FOREFRONT OF POLITICAL SCENE. COUTINHO DOESN’T LIKE SOCIALIST 
LEADERSHIP AND IS UNEASY ABOUT TOO HEAVY RELIANCE OF AFM ON PCP. 
POWER PLAY BY HIM WOULD BE DESIGNED TO ESTABLISH HIS OWN 
POLITICAL FORCE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNISTS. 

3. PS, CDS, AND PPD CONTACTS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN TO EMBOFFS 
DURING PAST WEEK THAT SOMETHING MAY HAPPEN OR BE STAGED THAT 
WOULD PROVIDE A REASON FOR CANCELLING ELECTIONS. NONE OF THESE 
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CONTACTS, HOWEVER. HAS COME UP WITH ANYTHING CONCRETE TO SUPPORT 
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THAT THESIS. 

4. SO FAR DECIBEL COUNT RELATIVELY LOW BUT WE WILL KEEP OUR 
EYE ON SITUATION. 

CARLUCCI 

SECRET 

NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, POLITICAL PARTIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LISBON02103 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 28-0279 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750455/aaaabzgz.tel 

Line Count: 66 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <27 OCT 2003 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE POLITICAL POWER PLAY 
TAGS: PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



